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of English blood. Accordingly, negroes can without any diffi-
culty give their sons and daughters to the middle or lower class
of Arab families, and thus arises a new generation of mixed
race, here denominated " Khodeyreeyah" or "Benoo-Kho-
deyr," the which being interpreted means, " the Greens," or
" the sons of the Green one." My readers must not, however,
suppose that mulatto flesh in Arabia is so literally grass as to
bear its actual hue. The colours green, black, and brown, are
habitually confounded in common Arabic parlance, though the
difference between them is, of course, well known and main-
tained in lexicons, or wherever accuracy of speech is aimed at.
These "green ones," again, marry, multiply, and assume various
tints, grass-green, emerald, opal, and the like; or, in exacter
phrase, brown, copper-coloured, olive, and what Americans call,
I believe, yellow. Like their progenitors, they do not readily
take their place among the nobles or upper ten thousand, how-
ever they may end by doing even this in process of time; and
I have myself while in Arabia been honoured by the intimacy
of more than one handsome " Green-man," with a silver-hilted
sword at his side, and a rich dress on his dusky skin, but deno-
minated Sheykh or Emeer, and humbly sued by Arabs of the
purest Ismaelitic or Kahtanic pedigree. Ri'ad is full of these
Khodeyreeyah shopkeepers, merchants, and officers of govern-
ment ; and I must add that their desire, common to all par-
venus, of aping the high ton and ruling fashion, makes them at
times the most bigoted and disagreeable Wahhabees in the city;
a tendency which is the more fostered by hereditary narrowness
of intellect

Thus in Central Nejed society presents a new element per-
vading it from its highest to its lowest grades. Another pecu-
liarity, not physical indeed, but moral, offers itself in the cha-
racter of the indigenous population, taken apart from the
embellishment or distortion caused by religious tenets. Not
only as a Wahhabee, but equally as a Nejdean, does the native
of 'Aared, Aflaj, Yemamah, Hareelf, and Dowasir, differ, and
that widely, from his fellow-Arab of Shomer and l^aseem, nay,
of Woshem and Sedeyr. The cause of this difference is much
more ancient than the epoch of the great Wahhabee, and must
be sought first and foremost in the pedigree itself. The descent
claimed by the indigenous Arabs of this region is from the family